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uh.edu/socialwork 
 

COURSE TITLE/SECTION: SOCW 7367 (18365) Advanced Social Policy Analysis 
 
TIME: Monday; 9am-12pm    
 
FACULTY: Katherine Barillas, Ph.D.   OFFICE HOURS: email instructor  
 
E-mail:  kmhbarillas@gmail.com   Phone: 713/480-3937     
 
 

I. Course 
A. Catalog Description 
Provides skills of policy analysis for assessing the safety net and other U.S. social 
policies, the impact of policy on disadvantaged individuals and communities, and 
comparative social welfare policies. 
 
B. Purpose 
This course is the required advanced social welfare policy course. The course 
examines alternative models of policy development and applies them to current 
issues in social welfare. It emphasizes frameworks for policy research and 
secondary analysis of governmental data. It provides knowledge of social welfare 
systems and policies, the impact of policy on clients and communities, and the skills 
of policy analysis as a means to achieving social and economic justice for 
oppressed groups. A comparative perspective is included. 

 
II. Course Objectives 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 
1. Delineate skills in initiating, formulating, implementing and evaluating 

social welfare policies and programs; 
2. Demonstrate knowledge of several models of social policy and program 

analysis; 
3. Contrast philosophies and approaches to social welfare policy across 

distinct cultural contexts; 
4. Describe how political and legislative processes influence social welfare 

policy and program development; 
5. Demonstrate ways in which social work professionals can use policy 

analysis to affect the formulation, implementation and modification of 
social policies and service delivery systems; 

6. Demonstrate an understanding of how social welfare policy formulation 
and program development may exclude oppressed groups from 
participation, and how full participation can be insured; 

7. Demonstrate an understanding of how social welfare policy may be used 
to advance or hinder the pursuit of social and economic justice; 

8. Demonstrate the successful application of secondary data sources in the 
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analysis of social welfare policies and services; and 
9. Demonstrate critical thinking skills in assessing social need, developing 

potential social welfare policies and program options, and evaluating 
current social welfare policies. 

 
III. Course Content  

This course will include the following topical (content) areas: 
 
1. Overview of social policy;  
2. Fields of policy practice; and 
3. Frameworks for policy development and analysis. 

 
IV. Course Structure 

Class formats will vary from session to session, depending on session content.  
Interactive lectures and discussion will be the primary format; however, in-class 
exercises, guest speakers, and peer presentations may play a role in class instruction.   

 
The instructors reserve the right to alter readings, course topics, and 
assignments as needed during the course of the semester to better accommodate 
learning goals and time constraints. 

 
V. Reading Material  

Readings are required as noted in the syllabus and as assigned during the course of 
the semester. Assigned readings will be available via the online links provided in this 
syllabus, on Blackboard, or distributed to students by the instructors.  

 
Please note that readings have been purposefully selected to strengthen students’ 
critical thinking and encourage healthy classroom debate; it is not expected that 
students (or the instructors) will agree with all perspectives presented. 

 
In order to stay abreast of current issues, students should read at least one daily 
newspaper that reflects diverse political viewpoints.  The following are 
suggested: The Texas Tribune, Houston Chronicle, The Washington Post, The 
New York Times, or The Wall Street Journal.  Students are expected to share 
articles that complement class discussions. 

 
VI. Course Requirements 

The final grade for this course will be based on the following assignments: 
 

1) Attendance and Class Participation   20% 
  

2) Written Assignments (3 total) 
   

Social Problem Policy Paper    20% 
(DUE DATE: February 29 by 12:00pm) 
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Policy Analysis      20% 
(DUE DATE: March 21 12:00 pm) 

 
White Paper       25% 
(DUE DATE: April 11 by 12:00pm) 

 
3) Policy Practice Presentation     15%  

(Presentations on April 25) 
Details about these assignments are provided at the end of this syllabus, and 
additional information regarding individual assignments will be provided by the 
instructors in class. All assignments are due by the dates and times specified 
above. Written assignments are to be submitted via Blackboard. 

 
Late submissions will be accepted under special circumstances; however, 
the grade value will be reduced by 10% for each day late, including turning 
in an assignment after the time deadline on the day it is due.   

 
EXTRA CREDIT ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR THIS 
COURSE, NO EXCEPTIONS. 

 
VII. Evaluation and Grading 

The following standard grading scale has been adopted for all courses taught in 
the college.  
 
 A  = 96-100% of the points C+ = 76-79.9% 
 A- = 92-95.9%   C   = 72-75.9% 
 B+= 88-91.9%   C-  = 68-71.9% 
 B  = 84-87.9%   D   = 64-67.9% 
 B- = 80-83.9%   F   = Below 64% 
 

VIII. Policy on grades of I (Incomplete):   
The grade of "I" (Incomplete) is a conditional and temporary grade given when 
students are either (a) passing a course or (b) still have a reasonable chance of 
passing in the judgment of the instructor but, for non-academic reasons beyond their 
control have not completed a relatively small part of all requirements. Students are 
responsible for informing the instructor immediately of the reasons for not submitting 
an assignment on time or not taking an examination. Students must contact the 
instructor of the course in which they receive an “I” grade to make arrangements to 
complete the course requirements. Students should be instructed not to re-register 
for the same course in a following semester in order to complete the incomplete 
requirements. 
 
The grade of "I" must be changed by fulfillment of course requirements within one 
year of the date awarded or it will be changed automatically to an "F" (or to a "U" 
[Unsatisfactory] in S/U graded courses). The instructor may require a time period of 
less than one year to fulfill course requirements, and the grade may be changed by 
the instructor at any time to reflect work completed in the course. The grade of "I" 
may not be changed to a grade of W. 
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IX. Policy on academic dishonesty and plagiarism  

Students are expected to demonstrate and maintain a professional standard of 
writing in all courses, do one’s own work, give credit for the ideas of others, and 
provide proper citation of source materials. Any student who plagiarizes any part of a 
paper or assignment or engages in any form of academic dishonesty will receive an 
“I” for the class with a recommendation that a grade of F be assigned, subsequent to 
a College hearing, in accordance with the University policy on academic dishonesty. 
Other actions may also be recommended and/or taken by the College to suspend or 
expel a student who engages in academic dishonesty. 
 
All presentations, papers and written assignments must be fully and properly 
referenced using APA style format (or as approved by the instructor), with credit 
given to the authors whose ideas you have used. If you are using direct quotes from 
a specific author (or authors), you must set the quote in quotation marks or use an 
indented quotation form. For all direct quotes, you must include the page number(s) 
in your text or references. Any time that you use more than four or five consecutive 
words taken from another author, you must clearly indicate that this is a direct 
quotation. Please consult the current APA manual for further information. 
 
Academic dishonesty includes using any other person’s work and representing it as 
your own. This includes (but is not limited to) using graded papers from students who 
have previously taken this course as the basis for your work. It also includes, but is 
not limited to submitting the same paper to more than one class. It also includes 
securing another person to complete any required activities, assignments, quizzes, 
papers, or exams in an online course, or in any on-line environment. If you have any 
specific questions about plagiarism or academic dishonesty, please raise these 
questions in class or make an appointment to see the instructor. This statement is 
consistent with the University Policy on Academic Dishonesty that can be found in 
your UH Student Handbook. 
 
 

X. Course Schedule and Reading Assignments 
 
 

 January 25 Value debates in social welfare policy: Social welfare in  
   social, political, economic, cultural context 

 
                               * Class Exercise: (please read the following in advance of class) 

• Boise’s Anti-Camping Ordinance - 
http://www.justice.gov/opa/file/643766/download 
 

• SB 11 (83-R) - 
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/83R/billtext/html/SB00011I.
htm 

 
• S 1031 (112th Congress) - 

https://www.congress.gov/112/bills/s1031/BILLS-112s1031is.pdf  
 

http://www.justice.gov/opa/file/643766/download
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/83R/billtext/html/SB00011I.htm
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/83R/billtext/html/SB00011I.htm
https://www.congress.gov/112/bills/s1031/BILLS-112s1031is.pdf
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Perrucci, R and Perrucci, C. 2014. The Good Society: Core Social 
Values, Social Norms and Public Policy. Sociological Forum. 29(1): 245-
258. 

                                                             
                                Housing  
                                                    

Lind, Hans. 2014. “A Human Rights Based Approach to Housing Policy: 
A Critical and Normative Analysis.”  Available at: http://www.diva-
portal.org/smash/get/diva2:713437/FULLTEXT01.pdf.  
 
Husack, Howard. November 24, 2015. “Offering Housing to the 
Homeless Could Increase Demand for It” Available at: 
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2015/02/19/homes-for-the-
homeless/offering-housing-to-the-homeless-could-increase-demand-for-
it.  
 

                                Public Assistance 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (2013).  “Policy Basics: 
Introduction to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).”  
Available at:  
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=2226.    

 
Arikan, G. and Pazit Ben-Num Bloom.  2015. Social Values and Cross-
National Differences in Attitudes towards Welfare.  Political Studies.  
Volume 63, Issue 2, pages 431–448, June 2015. 

    
                                Health Care 
 

Altman, D. and Frist, W. 2015. Medicare and Medicaid at 50 Years 
Perspectives of Beneficiaries, Health Care Professionals and Institutions, 
and Policy Makers. JAMA. 314(4):384-395.  

 
Mankiw, G. and Beren, R.  2009.  “Should All Americans Have the Right 
(be entitled) to Health Care?”  Available at:   
http://healthcare.procon.org/view.answers.php?questionID=001602  

 
 
February 1      Defining Social Problems  

 
Chambers, D.E. 2000. Analyzing the social problem background of social 
policies and social programs. In Social Policy and Programs: A Method 
for the Practical Public Policy Analyst (pp. 7-30).  New York: Macmillan. 

 
Gusfield, J. How do we decide what are social problems?  Available at: 
https://melindaklewis.files.wordpress.com/2009/02/analysis-
frameworks.pdf.  

 
Housing Rights for All: Promoting and Defending Housing Rights in the 
United States.  National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty. 

http://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:713437/FULLTEXT01.pdf
http://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:713437/FULLTEXT01.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2015/02/19/homes-for-the-homeless/offering-housing-to-the-homeless-could-increase-demand-for-it
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2015/02/19/homes-for-the-homeless/offering-housing-to-the-homeless-could-increase-demand-for-it
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2015/02/19/homes-for-the-homeless/offering-housing-to-the-homeless-could-increase-demand-for-it
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=2226
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/post.2015.63.issue-2/issuetoc
http://healthcare.procon.org/view.answers.php?questionID=001602
https://melindaklewis.files.wordpress.com/2009/02/analysis-frameworks.pdf
https://melindaklewis.files.wordpress.com/2009/02/analysis-frameworks.pdf
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Read only 16-20.  Available at: 
http://www.nlchp.org/Human_Right_to_Housing_Manual.  

 
Jordan, Gregory. Spring 2004.  The Causes of Poverty Structural Versus 
Cultural Perspectives in Public Affairs.  Available at: 
http://www.asu.edu/mpa/Jordan.pdf.  

 
Garrett Robert.  April 27, 2013. “Texas Medicaid Debate Pits Rival 
Visions of Health Care Law.”  Available at: 
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/headlines/20130427-texas-
medicaid-debate-pits-rival-visions-of-health-care-law.ece. 

 
 
February 8 The Policy Process 
                         

CDC Policy Analytical Framework. CDC Policy Process section available 
at: http://www.cdc.gov/policy/analysis/process/analysis.html.  

 
Social Problem and Policy Analysis Framework. Available at: 
https://melindaklewis.files.wordpress.com/2009/02/analysis-frameworks.pdf. 

  
Nowlin, M. 2011. “Theories of the Policy Process: State of the Research 
and Emerging Trends.”  The Policy Studies Journal. 39(S1): 41-60. 

 
 
February 15 Policy implementation 

 
   Class Exercise: (please read in advance of class) 

• HB 121 (2007) 
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/80R/billtext/html/HB00121F
.htm  
http://www.house.state.tx.us/news/press-
releases/?id=2137&session=80&year=2007&district=46&bill_cod
e=2665  
 

• Drugs Minus Two 
https://www.fd.org/docs/select-topics/sentencing-
resources/faqs-2014-amendments-to-ussg-1b1-10-retroactivity-
of-drugs-minus-2-(amendment-782)-and-sentence-reductions-in-
cases-involving-mandatory-minimums-and-substantial-
assistance.pdf?sfvrsn=4  

 
Weaver, Kent.  February 2010.  But Will It Work?: Implementation 
Analysis to Improve Government Performance. Issue 32.  Issues in 
Governance Studies.  Available at: 
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2010/02/implementation-
analysis-weaver.  
 
Hacker, J.  2002. The Divided Welfare State:  The Battle Over Public and 

http://www.nlchp.org/Human_Right_to_Housing_Manual
http://www.asu.edu/mpa/Jordan.pdf
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/headlines/20130427-texas-
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/headlines/20130427-texas-
http://www.cdc.gov/policy/analysis/process/analysis.html
https://melindaklewis.files.wordpress.com/2009/02/analysis-frameworks.pdf
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/80R/billtext/html/HB00121F.htm
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/80R/billtext/html/HB00121F.htm
http://www.house.state.tx.us/news/press-releases/?id=2137&session=80&year=2007&district=46&bill_code=2665
http://www.house.state.tx.us/news/press-releases/?id=2137&session=80&year=2007&district=46&bill_code=2665
http://www.house.state.tx.us/news/press-releases/?id=2137&session=80&year=2007&district=46&bill_code=2665
https://www.fd.org/docs/select-topics/sentencing-resources/faqs-2014-amendments-to-ussg-1b1-10-retroactivity-of-drugs-minus-2-(amendment-782)-and-sentence-reductions-in-cases-involving-mandatory-minimums-and-substantial-assistance.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.fd.org/docs/select-topics/sentencing-resources/faqs-2014-amendments-to-ussg-1b1-10-retroactivity-of-drugs-minus-2-(amendment-782)-and-sentence-reductions-in-cases-involving-mandatory-minimums-and-substantial-assistance.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.fd.org/docs/select-topics/sentencing-resources/faqs-2014-amendments-to-ussg-1b1-10-retroactivity-of-drugs-minus-2-(amendment-782)-and-sentence-reductions-in-cases-involving-mandatory-minimums-and-substantial-assistance.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.fd.org/docs/select-topics/sentencing-resources/faqs-2014-amendments-to-ussg-1b1-10-retroactivity-of-drugs-minus-2-(amendment-782)-and-sentence-reductions-in-cases-involving-mandatory-minimums-and-substantial-assistance.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.fd.org/docs/select-topics/sentencing-resources/faqs-2014-amendments-to-ussg-1b1-10-retroactivity-of-drugs-minus-2-(amendment-782)-and-sentence-reductions-in-cases-involving-mandatory-minimums-and-substantial-assistance.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2010/02/implementation-analysis-weaver
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2010/02/implementation-analysis-weaver
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Private Social Benefits in the United States.  Read the following pages: 
28-62. 

  
McDonell, L.M. & Elmore, R.F. (1987).  Getting the job done: Alternative 
policy instruments.  Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 9 (2): 
133-152.   

 
Center for Public Policy Priorities. SNAP Resource Limits Undermine 
Family Self-Sufficiency. Available at: 
http://forabettertexas.org/images/2013_04_PP_SNAPresourcelimits.pdf. 
 

Hanley, B. and RobinIachini. February 2000. Children’s Health Insurance 
Program: A Case Study in Policy Implementation.  Policy Politics Nursing 
Practice: 1(1): 16-25. Switched to Simpson, L., Fairbrother, G., 
Touscher, J., and Guyer, J. Implementation Choices for the Children’s 
Health Insurance Plan Reauthorization Act of 2009.  Commonwealth 
Fund. No. 105. 

 
Problems of Policy Implementation Equality, Equity and Policy: Problems 
of Policy Implementation 
Available at: http://www.healthknowledge.org.uk/public-health-
textbook/medical-sociology-policy-economics/4c-equality-equity-
policy/problems-policy-implementation.  

 
 
February 22 Understanding Policy Impacts 

 
Jaffe, P.G., Crooks, C.V., & Wolfe, D.A.  2003. Legal and policy 
responses to children exposed to domestic violence:  The need to 
evaluate intended and unintended consequences.  Clinical Child and 
Family Psychology Review, 6(3), 205-213.  Accessed from: 
http://www.vawlearningnetwork.net/sites/default/files/Jaffe%20Crooks%2
0Wolfe-law%20change.pdf 

 
Newhouse, J.P. 2010. Assessing health reform’s impact on four key 
groups of Americans. Health Affairs, 29(9), 1714-1724. Accessed at: 
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/early/2010/07/22/hlthaff.2010.059
5.full. 

 
Devins, C. & Kauffman, S.  June 18, 2012.  Laws of Unintended 
Consequence: A Warning to Policymakers.  NPR.  Accessed from: 
http://www.npr.org/blogs/13.7/2012/06/18/155278557/laws-of-
unintended-consequence-a-warning-to-policy-makers. 

 
Kogan, R.  2013. Center for Budget and Policy Priorities. Sequstration by 
the Numbers. Available at: http://www.cbpp.org/files/3-22-13bud.pdf.  

 
 

February 29    Understanding Policy at the Local and Federal Levels 

http://forabettertexas.org/images/2013_04_PP_SNAPresourcelimits.pdf
http://www.healthknowledge.org.uk/public-health-textbook/medical-sociology-policy-economics/4c-equality-equity-policy/problems-policy-implementation
http://www.healthknowledge.org.uk/public-health-textbook/medical-sociology-policy-economics/4c-equality-equity-policy/problems-policy-implementation
http://www.healthknowledge.org.uk/public-health-textbook/medical-sociology-policy-economics/4c-equality-equity-policy/problems-policy-implementation
http://www.vawlearningnetwork.net/sites/default/files/Jaffe%20Crooks%20Wolfe-law%20change.pdf
http://www.vawlearningnetwork.net/sites/default/files/Jaffe%20Crooks%20Wolfe-law%20change.pdf
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/early/2010/07/22/hlthaff.2010.0595.full
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/early/2010/07/22/hlthaff.2010.0595.full
http://www.npr.org/blogs/13.7/2012/06/18/155278557/laws-of-unintended-consequence-a-warning-to-policy-makers
http://www.npr.org/blogs/13.7/2012/06/18/155278557/laws-of-unintended-consequence-a-warning-to-policy-makers
http://www.cbpp.org/files/3-22-13bud.pdf
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   SOCIAL PROBLEM POLICY PAPER DUE 

 
Guest Speakers: Freddy Warner & Lindsey Lanagan 

   
Griffith, K., Hilton, L. and Drysdale, L.  October 2012.  Controlling the 
Growth of Payday Lending Through Local Ordinances and Resolutions A 
Guide for Advocacy Groups and Government Officials.  Available at:   
http://www.consumerfed.org/pdfs/Resources.PDL.LocalOrdinanceManua
l11.13.12.pdf  Read pages 1-17, skim pages17-64. 
 
Rose, S. (1999).  Social workers as municipal legislators: Potholes, 
garbage, and social activism, Journal of Community Practice, 6(4), 1-15.
  
Sullivan, J.V. (2007).  How our laws are made (100th Congress, House of 
Representatives, Document 110-49).Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government 
Printing Office. [Look at pp. 1-8; 35-36, and 50-52].  Accessed at: 

                        http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CDOC-110hdoc49/pdf/CDOC-110hdoc49.pdf.  
 

CBPP. 2015. “Policy Basics: An Introduction to the Federal Budget 
Process. http://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/3-7-03bud.pdf.  

 
Goulder, L and Stavins, R.  2010. Interactions Between State and Federal 
Climate Change. National Bureau of Economic Research.  Working Paper 
16123 http://www.nber.org/papers/w16123. 

         
 

March 7 Understanding Policy at the State Level 
              

*CLASS EXERCISE: BILL DEVELOPMENT 
 

Texas State Budget 101.  Available at: 
http://www.senate.state.tx.us/SRC/pdf/Budget101_2005.pdf. Read pgs. 1-
40. 

 
Texas Legislative Council 2013. Guide to Texas Legislative Information.  
Read Section 1 About the legislative process in Texas. Accessed at: 
www.tlc.state.tx.us/pubslegref/gtli.pdf.   

 
 

March 14-18 SPRING BREAK - NO CLASS 
 
         

March 21          Health policies 
 

Guess Speaker: Ashlea Quinonez, Memorial Herman Hospital System  
 
                                 POLICY ANALYSIS PAPER DUE 
         

Jennings, B. 1995.  Commodity or Public Work?  “Two Perspectives on 

http://www.consumerfed.org/pdfs/Resources.PDL.LocalOrdinanceManual11.13.12.pdf
http://www.consumerfed.org/pdfs/Resources.PDL.LocalOrdinanceManual11.13.12.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CDOC-110hdoc49/pdf/CDOC-110hdoc49.pdf
http://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/3-7-03bud.pdf
http://www.nber.org/papers/w16123
http://www.senate.state.tx.us/SRC/pdf/Budget101_2005.pdf
http://www.tlc.state.tx.us/pubslegref/gtli.pdf
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Health Care.”  Bioethics Forum. 11(3): 3-11. *professor will provide 
 

Buck, J. 2011.  “Under the Affordable Care Act:  The Looming Expansion 
and Transformation of Public Substance Abuse Treatment.”  Health 
Affairs.  30(8): 1402-1410.  Look up 

 
Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law (2004).  Get It Together: How to 
Integrate Physical and Mental Health Care for People with Serious Mental 
Disorders.  Accessed at: 
http://www.bazelon.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=FamA0HBviIA=.  Read 
Executive Summary only.   

 
Kever, J. and Ackerman, T.  February 6, 2012.  Medicaid changes 
challenge hospitals to do things differently.  Houston Chronicle.  Accessed 
from: http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Medicaid-
changes-challenge-hospitals-to-do-things-3084792.php.   
   

 
March 28     Poverty and public assistance policies 

       
Center for Public Policy Priorities (2011).  Poverty 101. Austin, TX: Center 
for Public Policy Priorities.  Accessed at: 
http://library.cppp.org/files/8/2011_11_Poverty101.pdf. 

 
Rank, M.  2006. Toward a New Understanding of American Poverty. 
Washington University Journal of Law & Policy, 20: 17-51.  Look up 

 
Thomas, Lillian. 2014. Exploring the Link between Health Care and Poverty.  
Available at: http://www.jsonline.com/news/health/poverty-linked-to-bad-
health-lack-of-care-b99284864z1-262898801.html.  
 
Worstall, Tim. 2015.  It’s Not Capitalism that Causes Poverty it is the Lack 
of It.   
http://www.forbes.com/sites/timworstall/2015/12/19/its-not-capitalism-that-
causes-poverty-its-the-lack-of-it/#2715e4857a0b2b2ed7691b8b different 
link 

   
April 4           Child welfare policy 

 
Government Accountability Office. 2013. “States Use Flexible Federal 
Funds But Struggle to Meet Service Needs.”  Available at: 
www.gao.gov/assets/660/651667.pdf. 

 
Burstain, J. 2012. “Child Protective Services: Buying What We Need.”  
Available at: http://library.cppp.org/files/4/2012_01_CP_BudgetCPS.pdf.  
 
Deviney, F. 2012. “Are Subsidized Guardianships Making a Positive 
Difference for Kids:  Early Evidence from the Field.” 
http://library.cppp.org/files/4/CW_2012_08_PP_Guardianships.pdf.  

 

http://www.bazelon.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=FamA0HBviIA=
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Medicaid-changes-challenge-hospitals-to-do-things-3084792.php
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Medicaid-changes-challenge-hospitals-to-do-things-3084792.php
http://library.cppp.org/files/8/2011_11_Poverty101.pdf
http://www.jsonline.com/news/health/poverty-linked-to-bad-health-lack-of-care-b99284864z1-262898801.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/health/poverty-linked-to-bad-health-lack-of-care-b99284864z1-262898801.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/timworstall/2015/12/19/its-not-capitalism-that-causes-poverty-its-the-lack-of-it/#2715e4857a0b2b2ed7691b8b
http://www.forbes.com/sites/timworstall/2015/12/19/its-not-capitalism-that-causes-poverty-its-the-lack-of-it/#2715e4857a0b2b2ed7691b8b
http://www.gao.gov/assets/660/651667.pdf
http://library.cppp.org/files/4/2012_01_CP_BudgetCPS.pdf
http://library.cppp.org/files/4/CW_2012_08_PP_Guardianships.pdf
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Burstain, J. 2011. “Recent Federal Report on Child Maltreatment Probably 
Reflect Budget Cuts, Rather than Less Child Abuse.”  Available at: 
http://library.cppp.org/files/4/2011_12_14_Claim_Declines_Child_Abuse.p
df.  

 
Task Force to Address the Relationship Between Domestic Violence and 
Child Abuse and Neglect.  Available at: 
http://www.vawnet.org/Assoc_Files_VAWnet/TXTaskForceReport.pdf.  

 
Steen, J. and Smith, S.  April 2012. An organizational view of privatization: 
Is the private foster care agency superior to the public foster care agency? 
Children and Youth Services Review. 34(4): 851–858. 

 
 
April 11          Roles of media, lobbyists, advocates, and other outside influences  

                                in policy making 
 

Guest Speaker: Jim Grace, Geenberg Trauring, LLP 
 

WHITE PAPER DUE 
 
Shannon, K. (2013, Mar. 7).  “Former legislators kicking off new careers as 
lobbyists.”  The Dallas Morning News.  Accessed from: 
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/state-politics/20130307-former-
legislators-kicking-off-new-careers-as-texas-lobbyists.ece. 

 
Ramsey, R.  May 22, 2013.  “An expensive celebration, courtesy of the 
lobby.”  The Texas Tribune.  Accessed from: 
http://www.texastribune.org/2013/05/22/expensive-night-out-courtesy-
lobby/. 

 
Farnsworth, S., Lawlor, A., Soroka, S., & Young, L. 2012.  Mass Media and 
Policymaking. In Araral, E., Fritzen, S., Howlett, M., Ramesh, M., & Xun, 
Wu,  
Routledge Handbook of the Policy Process.  Routledge.  Available at: 
http://www.snsoroka.com/files/Media&Policymaking.pdf. 

 
Casey, J.  2011. Understanding advocacy: A primer on the policy making 
role of nonprofit organizations.  New York: Baruch College, University of 
New York.  Available at: 
http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/spa/researchcenters/nonprofitstrategy/docume
nts/Casey_UnderstandingAdvocacyaPrimeronthePolicyMakingRoleofNonop
rofitOrganizations.pdf.  

 
Center for Media Freedom and Responsibility: Media and Public Policy.  
Available at: http://www.cmfr-phil.org/flagship-programs/other-
programs/special-programs/media-and-public-policy/. Switch with: Happer, 
C. and Philo, G. 2013. Role of the Media in the Construction of Public Belief 
and Social Change. Journal of Social and Political Psychology. 1(1): 321-
336. Professor will provide 

http://library.cppp.org/files/4/2011_12_14_Claim_Declines_Child_Abuse.pdf
http://library.cppp.org/files/4/2011_12_14_Claim_Declines_Child_Abuse.pdf
http://www.vawnet.org/Assoc_Files_VAWnet/TXTaskForceReport.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01907409
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01907409/34/4
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/state-politics/20130307-former-legislators-kicking-off-new-careers-as-texas-lobbyists.ece
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/state-politics/20130307-former-legislators-kicking-off-new-careers-as-texas-lobbyists.ece
http://www.texastribune.org/2013/05/22/expensive-night-out-courtesy-lobby/
http://www.texastribune.org/2013/05/22/expensive-night-out-courtesy-lobby/
http://www.snsoroka.com/files/Media&Policymaking.pdf
http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/spa/researchcenters/nonprofitstrategy/documents/Casey_UnderstandingAdvocacyaPrimeronthePolicyMakingRoleofNonoprofitOrganizations.pdf
http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/spa/researchcenters/nonprofitstrategy/documents/Casey_UnderstandingAdvocacyaPrimeronthePolicyMakingRoleofNonoprofitOrganizations.pdf
http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/spa/researchcenters/nonprofitstrategy/documents/Casey_UnderstandingAdvocacyaPrimeronthePolicyMakingRoleofNonoprofitOrganizations.pdf
http://www.cmfr-phil.org/flagship-programs/other-programs/special-programs/media-and-public-policy/
http://www.cmfr-phil.org/flagship-programs/other-programs/special-programs/media-and-public-policy/
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Alliance for Justice.  Skim sections under “Navigate the Rules.”  Available 
at: http://bolderadvocacy.org/media-center. 

 
 

April 18          CLASS MAKEUP DATE-IF NEEDED   
   

April 25          LAST CLASS: POLICY PRACTICE PRESENTATIONS 
 

May 2             Official Last Day of Class- won’t meet unless extra class day is  
                       needed  

 
XI. Americans with Disabilities Statement 

 
The University of Houston System complies with Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
pertaining to the provision of reasonable academic adjustments/auxiliary aids for 
students with a disability. In accordance with Section 504 and ADA guidelines, 
each University within the System strives to provide reasonable academic 
adjustments/auxiliary aids to students who request and require them. If you 
believe that you have a disability requiring an academic adjustments/auxiliary 
aid, please contact the UH Center for Disabilities at 713-743-5400. 

 
XII. Addenda  

 
Consultation. The instructors will not hold regular office hours. Individual 
meetings may be arranged by appointment by contacting the instructors directly 
via email.   

 
Course expectations.  Regular, on-time attendance is expected; absences will 
be reflected in your class participation grade. If you cannot attend class, you are 
expected to inform the instructors in advance. If you miss class, it is your 
responsibility to contact fellow students to obtain missed information. 

 
Blackboard.  Course information is posted on Blackboard. Links to readings and 
videos available online are provided in this syllabus, while readings not available 
online are posted on Blackboard. Please use Blackboard for submitting 
assignments unless specifically instructed otherwise. 

 
Electronic Devices.  You are expected to conduct yourself as a professional in 
this class. Distractions should be kept to a minimum, meaning that cell phones 
should be turned off before class, and no laptops should be utilized during class 
sessions, except as otherwise permitted by the instructors (e.g. for class 
presentations).   
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Course Assignments 
 

The final grade for this course will be based on the following assignments: 
 
1) ATTENDANCE AND CLASS PARTICIPATION 

 
Participation and preparedness – 20%   
Active class participation is expected. Students are expected to come prepared to 
discuss the weekly readings, as well as broader themes and/or current events that 
arise around each session’s topic. Debate and discussion of different perspectives is 
expected; however, students are expected to demonstrate respectful conduct 
towards one another and the professors. 

 
Your participation will be assessed using the following criteria:  

1. Supporting flow of discussion (sharing appropriate and relevant content, 
reading and integrating weekly readings, integrating relevant field 
experiences, sharing relevant articles, and furthering classroom discussion of 
session topics);  

2. Active listening; and 
3. Being respectful in comments and action (including regular attendance and 

arriving on time). 
  
2) WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 

 
Social Problem Policy Paper—20% (DUE: February 29 by 12:00 PM) 
Each student is expected to identify a specific social problem policy of interest or 
concern to him/ her. This topic will serve as the basis for additional assignments 
throughout the semester. In no more than 5 double-spaced pages, your social problem 
policy paper must:  
1. Provide a clear definition of the problem;  
2. Discuss the scope and magnitude of the problem;  
3. Discuss what causes this problem to exist; 
4. Describe how specific individuals, groups, communities, etc. may be affected by this 

problem;  
5. Explain why this problem is worthy of policy attention; and 
6. Identify a specific policy change needed to address the problem. 

 
Policy Analysis— 20% (DUE: March 21 by 12:00 PM) 
• In your own words, what do you think this proposed policy change would do?  
• What public, client and policymaker values are represented? 
• What social problem do you think this proposed change is trying to address? 
• What big picture issue does this fall under? 
• What policy instrument is being used?  For example, is it a mandate where should is 

used? 
• Is the problem(s) the policy is/are addressing clear?  
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• What people/groups might be in favor of this change?  Who would be opposed? 
• Is there an enforcement mechanism in the policy proposal? 

 
 

White Paper—25% (DUE: April 11 by 12:00 PM) 
Using one of the models provided by the instructors, each student must develop a one 
pager from his/her Social Problem Policy Paper. The focus of this exercise is to teach 
students how to develop materials to communicate with decision-makers on policy issues 
in a succinct yet informative manner.  

 
Grading Rubric-All written assignments will be graded on the following criteria: 
1. Adherence to the required elements of the assignment; 
2. Quality of analysis and the depth of understanding of the topic that demonstrates the 

use of critical thinking skills; 
3. Logical and well-organized presentation of arguments and conclusions that are clearly 

drawn from the arguments; 
4. Use of appropriate research from a variety of reputable sources to support arguments 

and conclusions; 
5. Use of appropriate references using either APA Citation Style (in-text citations and 

references page) or Chicago Citation Style (footnotes and bibliography page);  
6. Use of appropriate grammar, spelling, and syntax; and 
7. The overall flow, clarity, and quality of the writing. 

 
Each written assignment should use an academic style of writing and should not be written 
in the first person. 

 
Each written assignment is expected to be double-spaced, 12 pt. font, 1” margins. Page 
numbers must be indicated. 

 
3) POLICY PRACTICE PRESENTATION—15% (April 22) 
 

Presentations will be made on the last day of class, April 22.  Each student will have a 
maximum of 5 minutes to present on the policy problem of interest or concern that the 
student has chosen for the semester. This presentation will be a culmination of the 
student’s research into the topic as well as his/her development of a proposed policy 
solution. 

 
The presentation should include, but is not necessarily limited to, the following: 
1. A thorough explanation of the policy problem of interest or concern; 
2. A thorough explanation of the student’s proposed policy solution/intervention; and 
3. An effective argument as to why the proposed policy solution/intervention will be  

successful and should be supported. 
  

This exercise is meant to help prepare the student to take a complex issue from the point of 
identification of a problem to the point of developing and advocating/lobbying for policy 
solutions as professional social workers. In order to facilitate social policy changes in real-life 
settings, students should be prepared to efficiently and effectively state their cases and 
present themselves as subject matter experts who are able to proactively assist and 
collaborate with policy-makers.  
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